
DONATE:
$10 = 40 MEALS

VOLUNTEER:
In one hour, you can help us 
distribute up to 200 meals.

ADVOCATE:
Tell people in your 
community about our 
mission and let them know 
why you think it’s important.

CONNECT:
Find us on Facebook,  
Instagram, Twitter, TikTok and 
YouTube @feedingwestmich.  
You can also find us on LinkedIn. 

4 WAYS YOU CAN TAKE ACTION
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Serving local families in need since 1981, Feeding America West Michigan 
reclaims millions of meals’ worth of safe, surplus food from various sources. 
With the help of countless volunteers, the food bank sorts, stores and 
distributes this food through a network of more than 700 partners to fill 
hundreds of thousands of neighbors’ plates instead of landfills. The food 
bank’s service area consists of 40 of Michigan’s 83 counties from the Indiana 
border north through the Upper Peninsula.

Feeding America West Michigan is a member of Feeding America, The 
United Way and The Food Bank Council of Michigan. The food bank also 
maintains a 4-star rating from Charity Navigator.

LEARN MORE ABOUT US 864 West River Center Drive NE
Comstock Park, MI 49321 

FeedWM.org

616.784.3250
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“Seeing the asparagus cheered me up”
How Mobile Pantries help Alicia feed her family

Holiday hunger:  
a reality for  
many families

2

Alicia was excited to see asparagus at a 
Feeding America West Michigan Mobile 

Pantry she visited last spring. Her late grandpa 
was a potato farmer who also grew asparagus, and 
Alicia’s son loved helping him harvest the stalks 
each year. 

“Seeing the asparagus cheered me up,” she said. “I 
knew my son would be happy about getting it 
because it would remind him of grandpa. It’s the 
silly little things that make you think of somebody.” 

In addition to asparagus, Alicia received plenty of 
other groceries that enabled her to put nourishing 
food on her three kids’ plates. 

“I really like the fact that you get a lot of fresh 
vegetables and milk,” she said. 

Alicia heard the Mobile Pantry was coming to 
town through a text update from her children’s 
school. At that time, she was recovering from the 
flu and from throwing out her back, so her hours 
had been cut at her job at an adult foster care 

home. Her kids receive free meals at school and 
participate in an after-school snack program as 
well, but when emergencies happen, these 
resources aren’t always enough. 

Having the option to visit Mobile Pantries when 
she needs a little extra help “makes it a little 
easier,” she said. 

Alicia grew up on a farm, which taught her to be 
very independent. She learned to do as much as 
possible on her own. This upbringing has, at 
times, made it hard for her to ask for help, but she 
now knows how normal it is. As a single mom of 
three, her priority is her children. Doing all she 
can to ensure their well-being requires courage 
and strength. Seeking help took both. 

“At the end of 2020, we ended up being homeless 
for a while, so that pride really took a hit,” she 
said. “I had to get used to being okay with 
receiving help. You have to look at it as you’re 
feeding your kids.” 

Just like some families face barriers to putting 
food on the table when school’s out in the 

summer, many also feel their budgets strain when 
kids are home around the holiday season. Mobile 
Food Pantries and holiday food distributions, 
which many of our partners provide at the end of 
the year, help neighbors experiencing challenges 
celebrate and maintain traditions with family. 

Last year, Roberta, a mom of two young children, 
attended a holiday food distribution right before 
Thanksgiving. She has a career in home health 
care but needed a little extra help around the 
holiday season. At the distribution, she received 
bags of holiday food, including ham and side 
dishes.

“This is going to help a lot,” she said. “We’ll have 
this for the holiday, and then have leftovers for a 
while, too.” 

The food helped Roberta make the day special for 
her family, including her two young children.

“It would be a normal day without this food,” she 
said. “I’m grateful for the food and really thankful 
for all the blessings we have.” 

When she can, Alicia tries to give back and pay  
it forward. 

“I want to pass it on. I like knowing I could 
possibly help someone else. You might be top of 
the mountain one day and never know when 
something will come that makes you crash down.” 

Like Alicia, many parents across West Michigan 
and the Upper Peninsula rely on various 
hunger-relief programs to help nourish their 
children. During the school year, these 
programs include free or reduced-price 
breakfasts and lunches as well as weekend or 
evening meal programs. When school ends, 
most of these resources suddenly disappear. 
Mobile Food Pantries and traditional food 
pantries can help, but can’t completely replace 
regular school meals. 

That’s one reason why the food bank is aiming to 
increase programming for kids, particularly 
during the summer when fewer resources are 
available. One of these programs—called Gather 
2 Grow—began in the summer of 2022. At 
Gather 2 Grow sites, all youth (age 18 and under) 
and disabled adults up to age 26 can receive 
nourishing meals throughout the summer at no 
cost. 

The food bank will expand this program with 
funds from our Nourish Tomorrow campaign 
once our new facility is renovated and 
equipped. See the next two pages for more info 
about this exciting campaign! 

“I knew my son would be 
happy about getting it because 
it would remind him of grandpa. 
It’s the silly little things that 
make you think of somebody.” 
— Alicia
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Together, we can 
Nourish Tomorrow

Tracy Breihof is a Nourish Tomorrow 
advancement campaign cabinet member 

and donor. Below, she shares with us how she 
first got connected to the food bank and why 
giving to this campaign means so much to her.

What was your first experience with 
Feeding America West Michigan?

I was first introduced to the food bank through 
my employer, Ameriprise Financial. They 
sponsor an annual National Day of Giving 
program that is partnered with Feeding 
America across the country. Through this 
program, I volunteered at the warehouse in 
Comstock Park. 

What surprised you most when learning 
about food insecurity in our community?

When I read that 1 in 8 people do not have 
reliable access to healthy food, I was astonished.  
What I was also unaware of are all the hunger-
relief programs the food bank partners with. I 
witnessed the workings of a Mobile Food 
Pantry, just one of the many ways food is being 
brought to areas in need, and I was so 
impressed by the grace and dignity given to the 
recipients by the staff and volunteers. It turned 
out to be more heartwarming than I had 
anticipated.

Why did you join the Nourish Tomorrow 
advancement campaign cabinet?

During the pandemic, I read an article 
discussing the increased number of people 
experiencing food insecurity that had never 
before been in that situation. That made me 
think of all the adults and children who were 
already food insecure and how this must be 
adding additional stress—not only to families, 
but to the organizations trying to feed everyone 
in need.

I donated to the food bank and took a tour of 
the facility. I was asked to join the cabinet soon 

after and I am honored to be involved!

You donated to the Nourish Tomorrow 
campaign in honor of your husband, who 
has passed. Can you tell us about that?

Tom was very philanthropic with organizations, 
his employees and people he knew personally. If 
he heard someone needed a new roof, a hearing 
aid or a plane ticket to see a new grandchild, he 
was that person who always stepped in to help. 
Organizations knew they could contact him, and 
he always made himself available for whatever 
was needed. He was extremely humble, had a 
huge heart and a calling to give back to his 
community. Donating in his name is a way to 
keep his memory and beautiful giving spirit alive. 

Why donate to the advancement 
campaign? 

We need organizations like the food bank to 
provide the fundamental right of healthy food, 
as we know hunger can negatively affect child 
development, health, education and social 
development of entire communities. This 
campaign is so important on so many levels. 

To learn more or contribute, visit FeedWM.org/NourishTomorrow

NOURISH 
TOMORROW

Advancement 
Campaign

“He had a beautiful giving spirit”
Campaign cabinet member donates in memory of husband

For more than 40 years, Feeding America 
West Michigan has taken great strides 

toward our vision—a community in which all 
neighbors are nourished and empowered within 
an equitable food system. Today, we serve 40 of 
Michigan’s 83 counties in partnership with 
hundreds of food pantries and meal programs. 
For the last 10 years, we’ve distributed an 
average of 21 million meals’ worth of food 
annually, but there is still so much more work 
to do.

Last year, we acquired a facility in Kentwood that 
will become our new headquarters and 
distribution center. Now, we’re seeking to meet 
and exceed our $6 million goal to help us turn this 
facility into the food bank our community needs. 
The facility will ultimately enable us to distribute 
the equivalent of 37.5 million meals per year—a 
50% increase from 25 million in 2020. 

When complete, the project will not only help us 
nourish neighbors we couldn’t before, but also 
expand our horizons and change the trajectory of 
hunger relief across our service area. 

Reaching our goal will enable us to:

Improve Programming

•  Reach more communities through existing 
programs.

•  Develop other programs to meet the 
nutritional needs of vulnerable populations, 
namely seniors and children.

•  Incorporate and promote more nutrition 
education and wraparound services.

Expand Food Rescue

•  Using additional space, rescue and  
reclaim foods we currently can’t.

•  Fill nutritional gaps via our  
commercial kitchen. 

•  Expand offerings to include options  
such as nutritious, flash-frozen meals.

Strengthen Partnerships

•  Provide more training and a wider  
variety of food to our partner pantries and 
meal programs.

•  Build partnerships across 40 counties to 
improve equity of service.
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In 2021, the pandemic continued, and our food 
bank faced new challenges as we worked to put 

nourishing food on neighbors’ plates. But even in 
tough times, our community stepped up and 
supported neighbors in incredible ways. To 
anyone who volunteered, gave financially or 
partnered with us in another way, we want to 
extend a special thank you. Your dedication 
meant we could provide millions of meals’ worth 
of food to neighbors in need!

2021 was a year of great successes, but the year 
also brought new challenges as inflation and 
supply chain issues took hold. These issues, 
combined with a reduction in donated food,  
have meant we’ve needed to purchase far more 
food than usual, a trend we project will continue 
in future years. But despite this, we’re proud to 
say we can still provide four meals for every 
dollar donated!

Inflation and the rising cost of living also caused—
and continues to cause—new challenges for many 

community members in West Michigan and the 
Upper Peninsula. More neighbors have sought 
food assistance, and some of our hunger-relief 
partners say they’ve had more first-time clients 
visit their programs than during the height of  
the pandemic.

Crises like these are unavoidable, and as a food 
bank, we constantly need to pivot in order to 
serve our neighbors appropriately. We’re so glad 
our new-to-us facility, located at 3070 Shaffer SE 
in Kentwood, will solve challenges we’re 
experiencing at our current facility. It will also 
enable us to expand offerings, strengthen 
partnerships and increase equity of service across 
our 40-county service area. This new building will 
change the trajectory of hunger-relief efforts in 
our community!

Again, we want to thank those in our community 
who supported our mission last year. Together, 
we can ensure neighbors across our community 
can access nourishing food during tough times.

Treasurer
Richard Haslinger

Secretary
Danielle Veldman

Members
Jeffrey S. Batthershall
Thomas L. Bylenga
Mike DeVriendt
Joan Garety

Beulah Guydon
Kay Hahn
Kyle Kuehl
Kevin Mahoney
Rev. Bruce McCoy

Frank Samuel
Kara Smith
Robert R. Stark

2021: A YEAR IN REVIEW

Kenneth R. Estelle  
President and CEO

Amanda McVay
Board Chair

Sincerely,

Here’s How We Lived Out Our Mission in 2021:

🍎  24.6 million pounds of food, equivalent to 20.5 million 
meals, filled neighbors’ fridges and cupboards.

🍐  Cheese sticks, juice boxes, boxed milk and other kid-
friendly foods helped 70 backpack programs fill kids’ 
bags before they left school for the evenings or 
weekends.

🍊  1,481 Mobile Food Pantries brought fresh produce, 
protein, dairy and other food to 32 counties.

🍓   Almost 50 percent of food distributed through Mobile 
Pantries was fresh produce.

🍇  Food we provided to 48 meal sites created hot meals for 
seniors and other community members even in the 
midst of the pandemic.

🍒  Food we provided to Library Lunches to Go (now called 
Gather 2 Grow) sites hosted by 16 library branches 
safely served kids lunches and snacks during the 
summer.

🍋  Food we provided to 500+ partner food pantries and 
meal programs met the needs of neighbors facing  
diverse challenges.

Feeding America West Michigan’s mission is to gather  
and distribute food to relieve hunger and increase food  

security in West Michigan and the Upper Peninsula.

IMPACT
2021 ANNUAL REPORT
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In 2021, 566 volunteers 
processed over 2.7 million 
pounds, or nearly 2.3 million 
meals’ worth, of food in  
24,577 hours. 

RESCUED
and REPACKED

REVENUE
Handling Fees 2,555,318 5.04%
Contributions 4,880,981 9.63%
Grants 3,791,067 7.47%
Other Revenue 453,507 0.89%
Non-Cash 39,042,542 76.97%
Total 50,723,415 100%
Net Assets 22,039,236

Handling Fees: Cost-sharing with agency 
partners, who pay 16 to 18 cents per pound for 
most items. 
Contributions: Gifts from individuals, 
companies and other organizations.
Grants: Income from charitable foundations and 
government agencies.
Non-Cash: The value of food and other in-kind 
donations received.*

*Value based on an annual analysis done by the Feeding America National Organization and by an independent auditor RSM LLP.

96.82%
Programs

1.75%
Fundraising

1.43%
Administration

EXPENSES
Programs 50,578,099 96.82%
Fundraising 912,402 1.75%
Administration 748,538 1.43%
Total 52,239,039 100%

Programs: All expenses related to reclaiming,  
storing and distributing food in the 40 counties we  
serve. Includes the value of $44,086,730 for food  
and grocery items distributed.
Fundraising: The cost of communications and 
development activities.
Administration: Cost related to administrative and 
accounting activities, along with other expenses not 
directly connected to food distribution.

Michigan National Guard
MOKA

Golden Kiwanis
Aldersgate

Bethlehem Church

VOLUNTEERS
TOP 5 GROUPS

.89%
Other Revenue

76.97%
Non-Cash

9.63%
Contributions

5.04%
Handling Fees

7.47%
Grants

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION | DECEMBER 31, 2021
2021 ANNUAL REPORT
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TOP AGENCY PARTNERS
AGENCY CITY LBS. DIST.

Community Action House Holland 596,953

Community Food Club Grand Rapids 432,471

Family Network Wyoming  423,673

TrueNorth Fremont 367,720

Escanaba Seventh-day  
Adventist Escanaba  235,711

Temple Emanuel Food Pantry Grand Rapids 219,307

The Green Apple Pantry Grand Rapids  162,344

Kids’ Food Basket Grand Rapids  157,898

Streams of Hope Food Center Grand Rapids 143,269

Other Way Ministries Grand Rapids 130,897

Salvation Army Adult Rehab Grand Rapids 128,744

Trinity Lutheran Community  New Era 125,957 
Food Pantry

Meals on Wheels Food Pantry Grand Rapids 125,310

Meals on Wheels  Grandville 123,737 
Home Delivery

City Impact Cedar Springs 98,249

AGENCY CITY LBS. DIST.

Muskegon County  
Cooperating Churches  Muskegon 559,443

Family Network Wyoming  337,600

Love in Action of the Tri-Cities  Grand Haven 248,404

Silver Creek Thrift Store  Harvey 190,589

JKL Bahweting School Sault Ste Marie 186,094

TrueNorth  Fremont  184,009

Good Neighbor Services Manistique 182,340

Cadillac Revival Cadillac 152,688

Tahquamenon Area Schools Newberry 142,054

Ishpeming Community Ishpeming  137,709

Living Light Christian Church Lake City 133,773

United Way of the  
Lakeshore – Oceana Hart 132,695

Barryton Area Community Barryton 125,094

Northside Churches Muskegon 123,923

Manistee Friendship Society Manistee 119,185

TOP FOOD DONORS
In 2021, the USDA provided 9,411,423 pounds 
of food. The Food Bank Council of Michigan 
provided 2,355,606 pounds of food, and another 
969,212 pounds of food were purchased thanks 
to grants and donations. Additionally, 113 food 
donors gave a total of 10,021,331 pounds of food. 

 POUNDS
ORGANIZATION  DONATED

Sam’s Club 1,286,995
Meijer 1,203,116
Walmart 1,116,892
Aldi 709,335
Costco 650,765
Target 375,410
Sysco Grand Rapids 373,973
Old Orchard Brands LLC 318,838
Kellogg’s 309,885
Value Added Foods 275,523

TOP CORPORATE DONORS
 
 AMOUNT
ORGANIZATION  DONATED

Meijer  $62,500
DTE Energy $51,975
US Signal $50,000
General Mills $42,000
Belmont Engineered Plastics $40,000
Planet Fitness $33,750
Charles River Laboratories $20,000
The Mitten Foundation $20,000
Cleveland-Cliffs Foundation $20,000
Whirlpool Foundation $20,000
Plunkett Cooney $18,350
West Michigan Credit Union $14,560
TrueNorth $10,609

COUNTY DISTRIBUTION TOTALS
2021  TOTAL ACTIVE AGENCIES

COUNTY LBS. IN 2021

Alger 88,768 4

Allegan 364,806 16

Antrim * 617,582 8

Baraga * 123,765 5

Benzie * 364,636 6

Berrien 1,412,422 71

Cass 485,844 21

Charlevoix * 284,716 15

Chippewa 485,882 18

Delta 479,994 12

Dickinson 210,109 9

Emmet * 467,804 19

Gogebic * 275,766 7

Grand Traverse * 765,764 8

Houghton * 546,324 26

Ionia 436,656 19

Iron * 132,088 8

Kalkaska * 289,937 4

Kent 6,327,537 250

Keweenaw * 30,774 1

Lake 377,917 9

Leelanau * 187,727 3

Luce 165,920 4

Mackinac 189,260 8

Manistee 374,082 10

Marquette 596,994 15

Mason 264,720 6

Mecosta 527,778 16

Menominee 130,820 3

Missaukee 332,881 8

Montcalm 501,753 18

Muskegon 1,219,241 31

Newaygo 1,212,994 21

Oceana 462,400 10

Ontonagon * 111,306 4

Osceola 461,301 13

Ottawa 1,976,654 50

Schoolcraft 238,239 4

Van Buren 559,977 20

Wexford 488,277 15

Total 24,571,415 795
To other food banks 1,913,747

*Served in partnership with our redistribution and/or partner distribution organizations. 

TOP MOBILE PANTRY PARTNERS


